
Additional Submission from Applicant 

From: Stephen Thomas  

Sent: 19 December 2019 08:10 
To: Emer Moran; Dave Packham 

Cc: Nick Love; John McCullough; Duncan Haynes; Crispin Kennard 
Subject: FW: EHO Letter 

Importance: High 

 

Dear Mr Packham and Mr Moran, 
 
I received the report from EHO yesterday afternoon which I forwarded to Mr 
Love. The report provides detail not previously given and some of which the 
applicant was unaware.  
 
Below is Mr Love’s response that I have been asked to forward to you as a 
matter of urgency and copied in EHO.  In summary Mr Love feels that he 
should be judged on the events he has held whilst being a licence holder. Both 
events received positive comments by e-mail from EHO. Importantly there was 
no breach of the licence conditions.  
 
Mr Love confirms he can comply with the revised LAeq readings proposed by 
EHO and if he can will try and obtain a report from his acoustic consultant 
tonight. Mr Love is concerned that EHO prepared this letter without being 
aware of the content of the e-mail sent early yesterday morning.  
 
Regards  
 
Stephen Thomas (Solicitor for Mr Love) 
 
From: Nick Love  
Sent: 19 December 2019 00:04 
To: Stephen Thomas  
Subject: EHO Letter 
 
Dear Stephen 
I received a letter from the EHO earlier and have drafted a response below. Can you please forward 
to all parties concerned as a matter of urgency. 
Regards 
Nick 

 
 
 
 
 



Additional Submission from Applicant 

17, Franklin Road, Brighton BN2 3AD 

18th December 2019 

  
Att’n Licensing Officer, 
Licensing Team, 
Town Hall, 
Tunbridge Wells 

Kent TN1 1RS  
  
Dear Sir, 

Response to Report from EHO dated 18th December 2019 - Application to Vary Licence – 

Colebrook Park 

I was surprised to receive the report from EHO tonight. My initial comment is that it has 

been prepared prior to my solicitor’s e-mail amending the application and does not seem to 

have taken on board the major reductions offered  by me in the amended proposal. I 

have  also consulted with my Acoustic Consultant Alan Whitfield tonight. Before dealing 

with the points raised I would like to put my experience before the Committee.  

MY EXPERIENCE 

I have been involved in the Events industry for over 30 years and pride myself on running 

safe, well run events. I have worked with AC/DC, Bruce Springsteen, Cold Play and many 

others. I am on retainer for the Red Hot Chilli Peppers when they come to Europe and one 

of 4 safety advisers for Wimbledon. 

I make it a point to run events in a good and professional way and that is something I would 

like to bring to events that may be run at Colebrook Park. 

PRIOR MEETING WITH AUTHORITIES 

Before lodging my application for the original licence, I discussed my proposals with the 

Police and Environmental Health.  Before lodging this application, I had informal 

conversations with the Police and Mr McCullough. My solicitor contacted John to advise of 

our proposals and he responded saying he would be on holiday until 19th November but I 

assumed if he had any concerns these would have been raised with us during the 

representation period.  

UNFAIRNESS OF REFERENCE TO MATTERS PRIOR TO THE GRANT OF THE LICENCE 

It does seem unfair to refer to matters that the Licensing Committee have already taken on 

board and found in my favour when granting my licence in May 2018.  It seems wrong in 

principle to rehash those matters especially as I was not the licence holder or in control of 

any events held before the grant of my licence in 2018. 

CONDUCT OF MY LICENCE SINCE GRANT IN May 2018 

ULTIMATE TRIBUTE FESTIVAL 
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John has spoken in glowing terms of the Ultimate Tribute Festival that I organised in June 

2018. The Noise report for the Ultimate Tribute Fest was lodged with EHO who confirmed 

they had no problems.  

PARTY July 2018 

At no time did anyone contact me as DPS concerning the party referred to in July 2018 and 

this has come as a total shock to me tonight. The fact that I as DPS was not contacted does 

cause me a little concern as it is my wish to work with the authorities and not against 

them.   

GOA CREME FESTIVAL 

The other event I held was for Goa Crème in May 2019 and there were 2 complaints that 

were dealt with. The noise report was forwarded to EHO and I received no negative feed 

back from EHO concerning this event. At no time was any reference made to there being 10 

complaints or loud booming music all weekend. If that had been mentioned to me I would 

wish to be proactive and review the systems in place. As it was I thought everything was 

progressing satisfactorily. 

EVIDENCE THAT THE GOA CREME WAS COMPLIANT  

The evidence is that the event was not in breach of the conditions of the licence and this 

was confirmed by the noise readings submitted at the time from the acoustic consultant.   

In his e-mail to me of 27th June John stated “We have no issues with the event and I have 

indicated that we will not be calling a review but will be liaising with you to address some 

issues possibly through the noise management plan” 

There was no mention of 10 complaints. What was suggested to improve the situation is 

that further noise attenuation measures could be put in the marquees and the LAeq levels 

could be modified. Indeed the Noise reading showed there was no breach of condition. 

From my perspective the facts supported by the e-mails from the council endorse that I 

have run two good events and not breached conditions. 

ISSUES 

Turning to the issues raised in today’s report: 

Al Fresco 

Al Fresco – is not relevant to this application as that was an event run by Mr Dan Tranter. 

However if I were to run Al Fresco at the site I would have Zonal arrays in the Marquee 

ceiling, acoustic baffles where required and regular noise monitoring to prevent issues and 

consultation with EHO. 

 One Love 

For the Reasons set out above One Love is not relevant to this application  

Merging events and current licence 
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The current licence permits the provision of live and recorded music for Category 1 events 

until 03.00 indoors for 2 nights and on Sundays until 12 midnight and for Category 2  events 

until 01:00 for 4 nights and 2 nights on Sundays until 12 midnight.  I do not understand what 

the problem is here but if EHO would prefer to retain the Category 1 and Category 2 Event 

classification I would be happy to go along with that. This is the first time that this has been 

mentioned as an issue and contradicts the EHO comment  “in principle we may be content 

to simplify the description of the category of events” P 49 of the Committee report. 

DAYS PROPOSED - AMENDED 

The letter sent by my solicitor this morning confirms that I have decided to retain the 

duration of an event as 3 days and not proceed with my proposed variation in that regard. 

HOURS PROPOSED - AMENDED 

The letter sent by my solicitor radically reduces the extension of hours requested which I 

hope on reflection all will feel is a positive proposal on my part 

TIME PERIOD BETWEEN LARGE EVENTS 

EHO do not seem to be aware of the fact that my solicitor’s e-mail amended the application 

to indicate that the period would remain as 28 days and not be reduced to 21 days. 

NOISE LEVELS 

Having spoken with my acoustic consultant if there are any issues I am confident that the 

type of event I propose having would  meet the Music Noise Level (MNL) to background + 

15dB.   

SUMMARY  

Having reviewed matters with my acoustic consultant tonight I am confident that events can 

be run in line with the lower level referred to by EHO. Unfortunately because of the very 

late receipt of this letter from EHO I am not sure whether I can get a report from Mr 

Whitifield in time for the hearing on Friday. He has advised he is busy all day tomorrow but 

will try and arrange for a report to be sent to me on Thursday night to produce at the 

hearing. 

I feel that I must respond to the letter received late yesterday as I believe it is clear that EHO 

may inadvertently have been unaware of my revised proposals as put in my solicitor’s email 

yesterday. I have worked well with EHO and know that working together any current 

concerns can be alleviated. 

Colebrook Park is a place that can be an asset to Tunbridge Wells and successful events can 

be run there for the benefit of the whole community. I know that I can meet the concerns 

that have been raised and hope the committee will find this letter of response to this very 

recent letter helpful.  

Yours faithfully 

Nick Love 


